
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College 

2024 Sturgeon Bay Welding Rodeo  

Contest Rules & Guidelines 
 

Sculptures must incorporate “Ports of Imagination” Theme  
with maximum dimensions of 5ft x 5ft x 5ft 

Welding competition slots will be filled on a first come first serve basis 

ALL CONTESTANTS MUST ATTEND A 1 ½ HOUR PRE-EVENT SAFETY MEETING AT THE NWTC MARINETTE 

CAMPUS ON SEPTEMBER 24TH @ 4:30 P.M. 

Safety Rules, Competition Rules, Information (questions & answers) session and orientation to the campus 

will occur at this meeting. Teams will also draw for booth locations and pre-select scrap materials at this 

time. 

All contestants must sign a liability waiver prior to participation in the Welding Rodeo. This will also be done 

at the pre-event safety meeting. Contestants not in attendance will not be allowed to participate in the 

Rodeo until a signed waiver has been received by NWTC. 

1. All contestants must follow proper shop safety procedures at all times while participating in welding or 
cutting operations, as well as when in the welding shop area during Welding Rodeo. 

2. Only previously identified team members or authorized NWTC personnel are approved to enter the 
fabrication booth during the fabrication period. 

3. Safety Glasses are required at all times during the competition. 
4. Proper PPE (boots, leather gloves and sleeves, cotton clothing, long sleeves, Carhartt's, ear plugs, etc.) 

must be worn by all participants. Do not wear synthetic clothing, wear cotton or wool blends only. 
5. All personal gear, clothing, tools, and equipment must be in good, safe working condition. 
6. Face shields and ear plugs must be worn for grinding. Guards on grinders are recommended. 
7. Welding hoods with proper shade lenses must be worn while welding. 
8.



17. Judging criteria will be agreed upon prior to the contests and will be published along with 
specifications for each contest. These Specifications will be available to all participants before the start 
of the Welding Rodeo. 

18. Contest specifications will be available at: www.nwtc.edu/rodeo  
 

TOOLS & EQUIPMENT: 

1. Contestants will be provided the following items: 20’x20’ welding booth will include: Steel workbench, 
20 Volt, 20 A receptacle to operate hand tools, Oxy/Acetylene Fuel Cutting Outfit, Oxygen and 
Acetylene with regulators and gas hoses, 200 Amp AC/DC TIG welder with consumables, Argon Gas, 
regulator, and hose, Carbon Steel and Aluminum Filler metal, 350 Amp DC, MIG/Flux Core & Stick 
welder, Argon, CO2 shielding gas, regulator, and gas hose, Carbon steel solid and flux-cored filler 
metals, Plasma Cutter w/consumables (5/8” cut capabilities), Compressed air supplied for plasma 
cutter.  

2. Individuals or their teams are responsible for supplying their own hand tools, lifting tools, grinders 
(electric only, no air will be provided), or other tools or equipment. We also encourage teams to 
provide their own canopy in case of inclement weather.  

3. All tools and equipment, as well as all fabricating and storage of materials and personal gear must 
occur within your allotted 20’ x 20’ area. 

4. No outside scrap metal, other than that provided from the designated scrap area by NWTC will be 
allowed into the contest or used for any sculptures by any participants. 

5. No participant from a team may assist or in any way obstruct or interfere with another participant or 
team prior to or during the performance of the contest. Such actions will be grounds for 
disqualification. Disputes or questions will be addressed by the contest Organizers. 

6. The contest itinerary will be strictly adhered to. Contestants are required to take a half-hour lunch 
break. Lunch will be provided free of charge for all participants at noon (sounded by an air horn). 

7. Set-up for your booths will start at 7:00 AM. Do not arrive before this. You will be able to drive directly 
to your booth for unloading at this time. All vehicles must be removed from the fabricating area (to 
outside the designated parking area by 7:45 AM. Late arrivals will have to unload tools from outside 
the taped fabrication area and carry them to your assigned booth. 

8. Diving for scrap and fabrication begins promptly at 8:00 AM by the sounding of an air horn. No entry 
into the scrap pile or fabrication of any kind will be allowed prior to this time. (Hint: you may want to 
bring a cart, wheelbarrow, etc. for transporting scrap to your booth. NWTC will not provide any 
assistance in hauling scrap, except for your pallet of pre-selected scrap, which will be delivered to your 
booth prior to the competition). 

http://www.nwtc.edu/rodeo
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